Roots to grow, wings to fly
Isaiah 40:28-31

At Dove CE Academy we aspire to be a safe, caring, nurturing community. Providing firm
foundations rooted in the Christian faith. Inspiring all to grow and flourish.

Our Christian values:
Kindness - Respect — Perseverance — Honesty — Self-control — Forgiveness

Our Christian vision stands true at all times but especially during this time of crisis. Our
desire is for all in our care to have deep roots that act as a firm foundation during this
particular storm, enabling them not just to survive it but somehow to be able to flourish
through it. This belief is at the heart of our remote education provision.

Dove CE Academy

Information about remote education.

Where a class, group or small number of pupils need to self-isolate, or local restrictions
require pupils to remain at home, schools are required to offer immediate remote
education. All pupils who are not physically unwell with coronavirus (COVID-19) but who
are at home as a result of coronavirus (COVID-19) should have access to remote
education by the next school day.

This document details how Dove CE Academy will provide remote education. It supports
families’ understanding of what pupils, parents and carers should expect during periods of
school closure or pupil isolation relating to coronavirus (COVID-19).




Remote education provision: information for parents

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or carers
about what to expect from remote education if local restrictions require entire classes (or bubbles)
to remain at home.

For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the final section
of this page.

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home?

A pupil’s first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard
approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching.

What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day
or two of pupils being sent home?

Home learning will be set on our online learning platform - Tapestry. If you require
paper copies please contact the school immediately to request these.

Home learning tasks set in the first couple of days of a bubble closure will consolidate
previous learning that pupils have been taught in school. It is also very important to
continue with the regular homework tasks — phonics, reading (3 times a week min.),
spellings from your child’s year group list, handwriting, times tables and maths key
skills.




Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught
broadly the same curriculum as they would if they were in school?

Home learning will be set on Tapestry. There will be an English and Maths focus
activity each day. There will also be some topic related activities, or research
questions for your child to explore.

Reception — Pupils will be taught the same curriculum for phonics and maths as they
would if they were in school. Additional activities will be suggested covering all of the
EYFS areas of learning.

KS 1 KS 2 — Pupils will be taught the same curriculum remotely as they would if they
were in school wherever possible and appropriate. However, we may need to make
some adaptations in some subjects.

We aim to introduce new topics whilst children are in school. If this is not possible
pupils will be asked to research new topics in advance of the topic starting.

It is important that your child completes all of the home learning set so that they do
not fall behind with their learning or have gaps in learning when they return to school.

In the case of a ‘School closure’ pupils in the keyworker group and pupils working at
home will cover the same learning and complete the same activities.

Remote teaching and study time each day

How long can | expect work set by the school to take my child each day?

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take
pupils broadly the following number of hours each day:

Primary school-aged pupils Reception (EYFS) — Minimum 3 X
20min sessions throughout the day.

KS 1 — Minimum 2 hours per day this
can be broken down into different
sessions throughout the day.

KS 2 (Yr. 3 and 4) Minimum 4 hrs. per
day this can be broken down into
different sessions throughout the day.

The activities set may take longer
than this. Pupils who complete the
activities fully are likely to return to
school with minimal disruption to their
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learning. This will give them the best
chance of returning to school ready to
continue with their education.

Accessing remote education

How will my child access any online remote education you are providing?

Home learning will be put on Tapestry for parents to access. From our experience of ‘remote
education’ so far and our parental survey we know that all parents / carers currently have
access to Tapestry. If this changes for any reason, please inform the school immediately and
we will support you to access home learning appropriately.

Paper packs can be printed on request, please contact the school office if this is required.

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you
support them to access remote education?

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the
following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education:

We know that all parents / carers currently have access to Tapestry via some means. If this
changes for any reason, please inform the school immediately and we will support you to
access home learning appropriately.

We do not require you to print the resources, children can complete the work / write the answers
on a separate piece of paper. If you require any resources / paper copies of activities, please
contact the school office and these will be provided.




How will my child be taught remotely?

We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely:

We have a range of approaches to home learning. We have adapted our approach based on
feedback from parental surveys, incorporating more of the activities which parents felt supported
their children the most. This may vary from class to class depending on the age of the pupils but
will include some of the following.

recorded teaching (e.g., phonics videos where new sounds are taught)

activities produced by teachers (e.g., workbooks, worksheets) these will be uploaded onto
Tapestry (paper copies are available — please contact the office)

reading books pupils have at home / e books.

commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or areas,
including video clips or sequences.

Activities using objects / resources that pupils will have at home.

long-term project work and/or internet research activities

Weekly collective worship videos from Revd. Liz (St Michael’'s Church Rocester) and
fortnightly from Jordan (Uttoxeter Christian Youth worker) will be uploaded to Tapestry for
pupils to share in.

Engagement and feedback

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that
we as parents and carers should provide at home?

Due to the age of the pupils, they will need some support in accessing home learning. We
aim to make the activities as clear as possible and explain methods where these may be
different to the way adults learnt them at school for example in maths. School staff will be
happy to help, please contact the class teacher via tapestry / ring the school office if you
require any assistance.

We expect all pupils to complete the home learning set and upload pictures / videos of the
work on to Tapestry so that they can receive constructive feedback from the teacher in
order to continue with their learning. If you have any problems, please send a message to
your child’s class teacher as soon as possible.

We understand that this is a challenging time for families. Parents may be working from
home / caring for other siblings at home / unwell. However, it is important that you support
your child in accessing the home learning, and that you communicate with the school if
you come across any difficulties.




How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will
| be informed if there are concerns?

In this section, please set out briefly:

e Class teachers will check work on Tapestry daily during the working day and provide
feedback to your child via the comments function of Tapestry.

e Families will be contacted at least once per week by a member of school staff via phone
calls.

e If you have opted for a paper pack and are able to upload pictures to Tapestry feedback
will be given on Tapestry. If you are unable to upload to Tapestry the pack will need to be
returned to school following the period of isolation / weekly in the case of ‘school closure’.
In this instance school staff will contact you more frequently to offer support.

How will you assess my child’s work and progress?

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for
individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via digital
platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many others. Our approach to feeding
back on pupil work is as follows:

In this section, please set out briefly:

o We will feedback to pupils via the comments function on Tapestry. If families require
more detailed support School staff will call them and speak to pupils where appropriate.

e Pupils will receive daily feedback via Tapestry.

Teacher’s will comment on the work they have completed highlighting the positive elements
within it.

Teachers will give pupils ‘Next steps’ for pupils to apply to their future learning activities.
They may also ask pupils to correct / improve something in their work in the same way
they ‘purple pen’ in school.

Pupils may also be given a follow-on task or more learning support related to the activity if
they are finding something difficult.

e When pupils return to school any general misconceptions that have been identified
through home learning will be addressed in whole class teaching.




Additional support for pupils with particular needs

How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support
from adults at home to access remote education?

We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and
disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from adults at
home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work with parents
and carers to support those pupils in the following ways:

e We will work with families to support the pupils in the best way for each child on a case-
by-case basis.

¢ In the case of a national ‘school closure’ We will explore all contributing factors with
pupils, their families, and other supporting professionals to decide as to whether pupils
attending school or learning remotely is the best option.

e Where a pupil is isolating, we will work closely with other supporting agencies to ensure
the remote learning suits each pupil’s individual needs.

e We will ensure work is accessible and at the level the children are working at —in line
with their individual termly plans/ECHP. This may mean individualised planning where
appropriate.

e We will ensure pupils have access to support aids/tools they would have in school -
pencil grip, word mats, finger spacer etc. if needed we will put together an individual
‘support pack’ for pupils.

e Where a child has a 1 to 1 Teaching Assistant, they will continue to provide support and
feedback to the child via tapestry.

e Class teachers will check in at least weekly with parents to identify any difficulties while
working remotely and provide support for families.

e We will make sure parents have a copy of their child’s current termly plan so they know
their targets.

e Where possible we will support learning with videos, verbal explanations with visuals
prompts etc. This support will be tailored to the individual needs of each child.

e Learning will be scaffolded to ensure achievement and confidence in learning.

e Feedback will be given in a way that is accessible for each child.

Remote education for self-isolating pupils

Where individual pupils need to self-isolate, but the majority of their peer group remains in school,
how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole groups. This is due
to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school.



If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their
remote education differ from the approaches described above?

If your child is isolating while awaiting COVID-19 test results (either their own or a
family member’s) work will be uploaded daily — as your child may only be off for a
short period of time.

If we know your child will be isolating for the full 10 days, weekly activities will be
posted on Tapestry. These will follow the same structure as detailed above and will
be in line with the curriculum being taught in school. If you require resources or paper
copies of anything please contact the school office.




